
 

 

COLLABORATION FOR BEST PRACTICE & CROSS-SECTORAL 

DIALOGUE ON SDGs 

Purdue University’s EPICS Initiative and Anurag University’s Partnership 

Anurag University is an active partner in this global EPICS network. The 

Engineering Projects in Community Service (EPICS) initiative, established by 

Purdue University, USA, is one of the world’s leading models for integrating 

engineering education with meaningful community impact. EPICS is a 

multidisciplinary, project-based learning framework in which students 

collaborate with local and global community organisations to design, 

develop, and deploy sustainable engineering solutions. Over the past two 

decades, EPICS has become an internationally recognised programme for its 

effectiveness in combining technical skill development with social 

responsibility, innovation, and real-world problem solving. 

EPICS engages students in long-term, team-based projects that address critical 

challenges in areas such as environment and sustainability, education, public 

health, accessibility, energy, community infrastructure, and assistive 

technologies. Projects follow a structured engineering design process—

problem identification, stakeholder engagement, prototyping, testing, 

implementation, and impact evaluation—ensuring that solutions are both 

technically sound and socially relevant. The programme has been replicated 

in several institutions across the world and serves as a global benchmark for 

community-centred engineering education. 

Through this collaboration, the university has adopted the EPICS pedagogical 

model across its engineering programmes, enabling students to work on 

community-based projects that align with regional needs and the United 

Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Faculty members receive 

training through Purdue’s EPICS framework, ensuring that the implementation 

maintains international standards in design thinking, project management, 

innovation, and community engagement. 

As part of this partnership, Anurag University’s students undertake socially 

impactful engineering projects in collaboration with NGOs, government 

bodies, rural communities, schools, and public service organisations. The EPICS 

model empowers students to apply classroom learning to real-world contexts, 

develop professional competencies, and create tangible solutions that benefit 

society—ranging from low-cost assistive devices and environmental monitoring 



 

systems to educational tools, renewable energy applications, and village-level 

technological interventions. 

This collaboration with Purdue University significantly enhances Anurag 

University’s global engagement and strengthens its focus on experiential 

learning, social innovation, and sustainable development. By integrating the 

EPICS approach into the curriculum, the university not only nurtures technically 

competent engineers but also fosters responsible citizens committed to 

creating lasting societal impact. 

 

Anurag University is an EPICS Consortium Institution: 

https://engineering.purdue.edu/EPICS/university/epics-consortium-institutions 
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